
Application 
Number: 

  

P/FUL/2022/02955 

Webpage: 
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=387161  

Site address: Scout Hall Granby Close Weymouth DT4 0SW 

Proposal:  Erection of extension to provide wheelchair accessible WC & 

shower facilities 

Applicant name: 
 WEYMOUTH WEST AIR SCOUT GROUP 

Case Officer: 
Robert Parr 

Ward Member(s):  Cllr Dunseith, Cllr Hope, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Worth 

 

 

 

1.0 In accordance with the Council’s scheme of delegation this application is brought to 

committee for determination as Dorset Council is the landowner.  

2.0 Summary of recommendation: Grant subject to conditions.  

3.0 Reason for the recommendation:  

 Improvement to Community Facility. 

 No harm to character and appearance or amenity. 

 No highway concerns identified. 

 No adverse impact on Chesil Beach and the Fleet European Protected Site. 

 There are no material considerations that would warrant refusal of this application. 

4.0 Key planning issues  

 

Issue Conclusion 

Principle of development The proposals are supported in principle as they 
would enhance a local community building.  

Design The proposed design is supported as the design 
is in harmony with the existing building and in 
keeping with the site and area. 

Highway Safety No highway concerns identified 

Wildlife and Habitat Within 5km of Chesil Beach and the Fleet 

European Protected Site. Proposals are not 
considered to have an adverse effect on the 
integrity of the designated site. 

Amenity No adverse impact on amenity 

5.0 Description of Site 

The application site is located on the boundary between Westham Ward and 
Chickerell Ward, in a residential area and Canterbury Close public open space to its 

north and west. The site is within the Defined Development Boundary, is not within the 

https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=387161


Dorset Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, is not within a Conservation Area, is not 
a Listed Building and is in an area with a low probability of flooding. 

 

The existing Scout Hall sits within a relatively level, triangular shape plot with a chain-

link fence boundary. The existing Scout Hall has a rectangular plan form, pitched gable 
end roof and the exterior materials of pebbledash concrete and tile roof. 

 

6.0 Description of Development 

Erection of extension to provide wheelchair accessible WC & shower facilities. 

 

7.0 Relevant Planning History   

Application no. Proposal Decision 
Decision 

Date 

WP/18/00707/FUL 

Erect extension to provide 

wheelchair accessible WC and 
Shower Facilities 

Granted 20/02/2019 

 

8.0 List of Constraints 

Defined Development Boundary 

Neighbourhood Plan - Made; Name: Chickerell NP; Status Adopted 22/06/2021 

Neighbourhood Area; Name: Weymouth; Status Designated 18/05/2020 

Dorset Council Land (Freehold) 

RAMSAR: Chesil Beach & the Fleet (UK11012); - Distance: 1336.64 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) (5km buffer): Chesil & The Fleet (UK0017076); - 

Distance: 3426.58 

 

9.0 Consultations 

All consultee responses can be viewed in full on the website. 

Consultees 

1. Weymouth Town Council: This application has been reviewed by members of 

the Planning and Licensing Committee. The Council has no objection to the proposals.  

2. Highway Authority: The Highway Authority has NO OBJECTION to the 

proposal. 

Representations received  

None 

 

10.0 Relevant Policies 

West Dorset Weymouth and Portland Local Plan 2015 



10.1 So far as this application is concerned the following policies of the Local Plan are 
considered to be relevant: 

 INT1 - Presumption in favour of Sustainable Development  

 ENV1 - Landscape, seascape & sites of other geological interest  

 ENV2  - Wildlife and habitats 

 ENV10 - The landscape and townscape setting  

 ENV 12 - The design and positioning of buildings  

 ENV 16 - Amenity  

 SUS2 - Distribution of development 

 COM2 -  New or improved local community buildings and structures 

 COM7 - Creating a safe & efficient transport network  
 

Neighbourhood Plans 

10.2 Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan 2019-2036 (made 22/06/2021) 

 Policy CNP1. Chickerell Local Centre and other valued community facilities 

 Policy CNP11. General Design Principles 

10.3 Weymouth Neighbourhood Plan - In preparation – limited weight applied to decision 

making. 

Other Material Considerations 

10.4 Supplementary Planning Documents/Guidance 

 Weymouth & Portland Urban Design (2002) 

 Landscape Character Assessment (Weymouth & Portland) 

 

National Planning Policy Framework (2021) 

10.5 So far as this application is concerned the following sections and paragraphs are 
considered relevant; 

Paragraph 11 sets out the presumption in favour of sustainable development. 

Development plan proposals that accord with the development plan should be 
approved without delay. 

Relevant NPPF sections include: 

 Section 4. Decision taking: Para 38 - Local planning authorities should 
approach decisions on proposed development in a positive and creative way. 

They should use the full range of planning tools available…and work 
proactively with applicants to secure developments that will improve the 

economic, social and environmental conditions of the area. Decision-makers 
at every level should seek to approve applications for sustainable 
development where possible.  

 Section 6 ‘Building a strong, competitive economy’, paragraphs 84 and 
85  'Supporting a prosperous rural economy' promotes the sustainable growth 

and expansion of  all types of business and enterprise in rural areas, through 
conversion of existing buildings, the erection of well-designed new buildings, 

and supports sustainable tourism and leisure developments where identified 
needs are not met by existing rural service centres. 



 Section 8. ‘Promoting healthy and safe communities’, paragraph 93. To 
provide the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 

community needs, planning policies and decisions should:  

a) plan positively for the provision and use of shared spaces, community 

facilities (such as local shops, meeting places, sports venues, open space, 
cultural buildings, public houses and places of worship) and other local 
services to enhance the sustainability of communities and residential 

environments; 

 Section 11 ‘Making effective use of land’   

 Section 12 ‘Achieving well designed places indicates that all development to 
be of a high quality in design, and the relationship and visual impact of it to be 

compatible with the surroundings. In particular, and amongst other things, 
Paragraphs 126 – 136 advise that: 

The Government attaches great importance to the design of the built 

environment. Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development, is 
indivisible from good planning, and should contribute positively to making 

places better for people. 

It is important to plan positively for the achievement of high quality and 
inclusive design for all development, including individual buildings, public and 

private spaces and wider area development schemes. 

Development that is not well designed should be refused, especially where it 

fails to reflect local design policies and government guidance on design.  

 
11.0 Human rights  

Article 6 - Right to a fair trial. 

Article 8 - Right to respect for private and family life and home. 

The first protocol of Article 1 Protection of property. 

This recommendation is based on adopted Development Plan policies, the application 
of which does not prejudice the Human Rights of the applicant or any third party. 

 
12.0 Public Sector Equalities Duty  

As set out in the Equalities Act 2010, all public bodies, in discharging their functions 
must have “due regard” to this duty. There are 3 main aims:- 

 Removing or minimising disadvantages suffered by people due to their 

protected characteristics 

 Taking steps to meet the needs of people with certain protected characteristics 

where these are different from the needs of other people 

 Encouraging people with certain protected characteristics to participate in 

public life or in other activities where participation is disproportionately low. 

Whilst there is no absolute requirement to fully remove any disadvantage the Duty is 
to have “regard to” and remove or minimise disadvantage and in considering the merits 

of this planning application the planning authority has taken into consideration the 



requirements of the Public Sector Equalities Duty. It is considered that given the type 
and nature of the development proposed it would have no adverse impact on people 

with protected characteristics and would allow for the existing floorspace to be 
reconfigured in order to provide accessible toilet and shower facilities. 

 
13.0 Financial benefits  

 

13.1 There would be no direct financial benefits as a result of this proposal.  
 

14.0 Climate Implications 
 

14.1 None.  
 

15.0 Planning Assessment 

 

Principle of development  
15.1 The proposed extension would be sited within the Defined Development Boundary of 

Weymouth, where development proposals are generally supported. The proposals are 
supported by policy COM2 (i) which states that proposals for new, replacement or 

improved local community buildings or structures will be permitted providing the 
proposal is within or adjoining an existing settlement. In this instance not only would 
the proposals be for a new building extension to the existing Scout Hall, which is within 

an existing settlement, but the addition of accessible WC and shower facilities is 
considered an improvement that would benefit the community. The extension of the 

building would allow for the reconfiguring of part of the existing floorspace to provide 
those facilities. Furthermore, Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan Policy CNP1 states that 
proposals to improve the provision of community facilities will be supported. 

  
Design 

15.2 The proposed extension would be 9m long and 7.5m wide (same width as existing 
building) with external materials of render walls with tile roof to match existing. The 
shape and form of the extension would match the existing building. On the east 

elevation double doors would be fitted to serve a storage area and high-level windows 
added to provide light for the toilets. A further two windows would be included to the 

west elevation of the extension. All windows and doors would be white upvc. 
 
15.3 The proposed design is considered to be in harmony with and would not overpower 

the existing building. Given the Scout Halls location within a relatively large plot of 
land, the proposed extension is not considered to overpower neighbouring properties 

and would be in keeping with the character of the site and its setting. The proposed 
roof materials would match existing and as such are acceptable, but the colour and 
finish of the rendered walls has not been provided. It is considered the wall materials 

and finish can be reasonably controlled by an appropriate planning condition. As such 
the proposals are considered to be in accordance with Local Plan Policies ENV1, 

ENV10 and ENV12 and Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan Policy CNP11. 
 
 Highway Safety  

15.4 The proposed development would not give rise to any highway concerns. 
 

Wildlife and Habitat 



15.5 As the application site is within 5km of the Chesil Beach & the Fleet European protected 
site, the potential impacts on the protected site have been considered. Having 

considered the proposals it has been concluded that as this would be re-configuration 
of existing WC facilities to provide accessible provision, then there will be no adverse 

effect on the integrity of the designated site. As such the proposals are considered in 
accordance with Local Plan Policy ENV2. 

 

Amenity 
15.6 By virtue of the proposals being located well away from adjacent dwellings, being a 

single storey extension and incorporating windows that overlook public open space, it 
is considered the application represents development that would not have an adverse 
impact on amenity. As such the proposals are considered acceptable when assessed 

against Local Plan Policy ENV16.  
 

16.0 Conclusion 

16.1 The development has been assessed against the policies of the West Dorset, 

Weymouth & Portland Local Plan 2015, the Chickerell Neighbourhood Plan 2019-

2036, the policies of the NPPF (2021) and other material considerations. It has been 

concluded that the development would be an improvement to community facilities and 

would not result in any harm that would justify refusal in the public interest. The 

recommendation has been taken in compliance with the requirement of the NPPF to 

foster the delivery of sustainable development in a positive and proactive manner. 

 
17.0 Recommendation  

 
GRANT subject to conditions.  
 

1. The development to which this permission relates must be begun not later than 
the expiration of three years beginning with the date of this permission.   

Reason: This condition is required to be imposed by Section 91 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended). 

 

 
2. The development hereby permitted shall be carried out in accordance with the 

following approved plans:  
 
Location and Block Plan – WWASG/EXT/PA/01 

Site Plan - WWASG/EXT/PA/03 
Proposed Plans and Elevations – Dwg No. WWASG/EXT/PA/04a 

 

Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning. 

 

3. The external materials to be used for the roof(s) shall be similar in colour and 
texture to the existing building(s).  



 

Reason: To ensure a satisfactory visual appearance of the development. 

Informative 

Informative: National Planning Policy Framework Statement 

In accordance with paragraph 38 of the NPPF the council, as local planning authority, 
takes a positive approach to development proposals and is focused on providing 
sustainable development.  

The council works with applicants/agents in a positive and proactive manner by:   

- offering a pre-application advice service, and             

- as appropriate updating applications/agents of any issues that may arise in the 
processing of their application and where possible suggesting solutions. 

  

In this case:          

-The application was acceptable as submitted and no further assistance was required.  


